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‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye Campaign! - A Bird’s Eye View!

OURegionalCentreCochin

IGNOU Regional Centre,
Cochin

Kaloor P. O. 682 017
Email: rccochin@ignou.ac.in

The ‘Mera Pehla Vote Desh Ke Liye’ campaign was launched by the Ministry of
Education (MoE) in collaboration with Ministry of Youth Affairs (MYA) from 28.02.2024
to 06.03.2024 (further extended till 14.02.2024) with an objective to ensure universal
enlightened participation of youth especially first-time voters to come in huge numbers
and vote for the Country and to celebrate the ‘Chunav ka Parv’ and join the campaign.
The Campaign in a way symbolizes the importance of Election and urges the youth to take
pride in voting for the largest democracy in the World.

As per D.O. letter dated 28.02.2024 from MoE, all Higher Education Institutions including
IGNOU were directed to actively participate in the Campaign through various activities
like conducting outreach programmes, taking voter’s pledge, creating posters, organizing
workshops/seminars, creating selfie points and encouraging wide use of social media for
wider dissemination of information pertaining to the campaign.

IGNOU Regional Centre Cochin takes pride in actively participating in the campaign by
conducting Voter’s pledge in four languages namely Hindi, Malayalam, Tamil and
English and conducting two Online sessions emphasizing the Importance of casting vote
and to create awareness about the Campaign.

The recordings of the sessions are available under the Playlist ‘National Voters Day 2024’
and can be accessed through the link
https://www.youtube.com/@IGNOURegionalCentreCochin/playlists. For more
details/photographs , you may visit page no 7 of this Newsletter
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37th Convocation of
IGNOU

The 37th Convocation of
Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) was held
on 20th February 2024 and
webcasted live from IGNOU
Head Quarters, New Delhi
from 9.30 am onwards.
Sh. Jagdeep Dhankar, Hon’ble
Vice President of India was
the Chief Guest at the IGNOU
Main Campus, New Delhi.
The main Convocation
function was held in the
IGNOU Main Campus at New
Delhi.

The Regional Convocation
was simultaneously organized
at various Regional Centres in
the Country including Cochin
at Municipal Corporation
Town Hall, Near Railway
over bridge, Ernakulam
North. The Guest of Honour
was Dr. Ambat
Vijayakumar, Renowned
Mathematician and Emeritus
Professor, Cochin University
of Science And Technology
(CUSAT), Kerala

37th Convocation of IGNOU
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Sh. Jagdeep Dhankar, Hon’ble Vice President of India delivering the 36th IGNOU Convocation address
through virtual mode on 20.02.2024
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Dr. Ambat Vijayakumar, Renowned Mathematician and Emeritus Professor, Cochin University of Science And
Technology (CUSAT) delivering the 36th IGNOU Convocation address through virtual mode on 20.02.2024

At IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin, the Regional Director, Dr. J.S. Dorothy presented the
Regional Centre report in which the activities and best practices of Regional Centre, Cochin
were highlighted.

The Guest of Honour Dr. Ambat Vijayakumar, Renowned Mathematician and Emeritus
Professor, Cochin University of Science And Technology (CUSAT), addressed the audience.
In the address, the base for the establishment of IGNOU as a single mode Distance Teaching
Institution and later becoming a dual mode institution was recalled. In-line with the NEP-
2020, IGNOU having moved to be an online learning University so that multiple reach to suit
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37th
IGNOU

Convocation of

At Regional Centre, Cochin,
7198 learners of various
academic programmes have
successfully completed their
Programme and awarded
degrees in this convocation.
Out of them, 469 learners
attended in person to collect
their Degrees. Sh. Tony
Stanley from BSWG
Programme was the Gold
medalist from Cochin for this
37th Convocation who
received the Gold Medal by
attending at New Delhi.

The function ended with vote
of thanks and the National
Anthem. The recorded video of
the live telecast from New
Delhi is available under the
playlist  ‘Convocation’  of
IGNOU RC Cochin YouTube
channel available at the link:
https://www.youtube.com

Iplaylist?list=PL-dulglra7HJfJ
QgLxEc4zvhabqOHLijx.

37t Convocation of IGNOU

the interest of the learners is facilitated to ensure their access into Programme of Study was
also highlighted. The importance of the institution being as important as the interest to enroll
for a Programme of Study and the successful completion of the programme being dependent
on the sustained interest to pursue the education amidst the life challenges was emphasized by
the Guest of Honour.

Around 469 Certificates were handed over by the Guest of Honor in face to face mode to the
Learners. Dr. S. Vijayaragavan, ARD compered for the Programme and all the staff at IGNOU
RC Cochin enthusiastically participated in the occasion.
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The Guest of Honour Dr. Ambat Vijayakumar,
Renowned Mathematician and Emeritus Professor,
Cochin University of Science And Technology (CUSAT)
delivering the 36th IGNOU Convocation address
through virtual mode on 20.02.2024

The Guest of Honour Dr. Ambat Vijayakumar,
Renowned  Mathematician and  Emeritus
Professor, Cochin University of Science And
Technology (CUSAT) awarding Certificates to
the students

Staff of RC Cochin, REC Cochin and Study Centre
14000 during the 37" IGNOU Convocation at
Regional Centre Cochin on 20.02.2024

Participants of 37th IGNOU Convocation with Guest of
Honour at Regional Centre Cochin on 20.02.2024
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Innovation Club Activity

The Innovation Club at
Regional Centre, Cochin was

initiated under the
encouragement of the
National Centre for
Innovation in Distance
Education  (NCIDE)  of

IGNOU. The sessions are
being held at Regional Centre,
Cochin with an objective to
enrich and generate awareness
amongst the learners of
IGNOU on a wide range of
topics ranging from Career
Management to Healthy Way
of Living: Millet for Wellness
through which the learners
were made aware about
various issues and motivated
to think innovatively,
generate ideas and embark on
a path which could lead to
future development of the
Nation.

As a part of the Innovation
club activities at RC Cochin,
the following events were
celebrated.

1) National Startup Day on
16" January, 2024

2) National Startup Day on
16th January, 2024

3) International Women’s
Day Celebrations ( 8th
March, 2024)

Innovation Club Activity

Four Online/Virtual monthly lecture identified as Open cum Enrichment Session was held at
the Regional Centre, Cochin during this period on the topics My Startup Journey, Indian Youth:
Opportunities for Empowerment, Importance of Nutrition among the Women and Young Girls
and Gender Equality: Unfinished Tasks was held as part of Startup Day, Youth Day and
International Women’s day week celebrations and the same was coordinated/ administered by
Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan, AD who is also the Nodal Officer for the Innovation club activities
at Regional Centre, Cochin.

S. Date Resource Person Topic of Presentation
No.
1 | 12.01.2024 | Dr. T.P. Sasikumar, Former Dy. Director, Cabinet | Indian Youth:
Secretariat, New Delhi Opportunities for
Empowerment’

2 | 16.01.2024 | Shri. Krishna Gopal Singh, Co-Founder of | My Startup Journey
Vishvaksenah Agro and airy Pvt. Ltd. and Co-
founder of Vishvaksenah Herbs and Aromatic Pvt.
Ltd.

3 | 13.03.2024 | Prof. ( Dr.) Deeksha Kapur, Professor, School of | Importance of Nutrition
Continuing Education (SOCE), IGNOU, New | among the Women and
Delhi Young Girls

4 | 15.03.2024 | Ms. Poonam Bhushan, Associate Professor, School | Gender Equality:

of Education (SOE), IGNOU, New Delhi

Unfinished Tasks

National Youth Day on 12th January, 2024

The National Youth Day was celebrated on 12th January on the birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda with an objective to inspire today’s youth through the life and teachings of Swami
Vivekananda. The objective was to inspire today’s youth through the life and teachings of
Swami Vivekananda towards making India a developed nation startups for which one Online
session by Dr. T.P. Sasikumar, Former Dy. Director, Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi was
conducted on the topic ‘Indian Youth: Opportunities for Empowerment’.
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Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session cum  Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session cum
Enrichment Session addressed by Dr. T.P  Enrichment Session addressed by Shri. Krishna Gopal
Sasikumar, Former Deputy Director, Directorate Singh, Co-Founder of Vishvaksenah Agro and airy Pvt.
General of Security, Cabinet Secretariat, New Ltd. and Co-founder of Vishvaksenah Herbs and
Delhi On the topic Indian Youth: Opportunities for ~ Aromatic Pvt. Ltd. On the topic My Startup Journey on
Empowerment on 12.01.2024 16.01.2024
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National Startup Day on 16th January, 2024

The National Startup Day was celebrated on 16th January to encourage and motivate learners
towards Innovation and startups for which one Online session by Shri. Krishna Gopal Singh,
Co-Founder of Vishvaksenah Agro and airy Pvt. Ltd. and Co-founder of Vishvaksenah Herbs
and Aromatic Pvt. Ltd. on the topic My Startup Journey was conducted.
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Innovation Club Activity

The recording of the
Innovation club Open Session
cum Enrichment Session is
available in IGNOU Regional
Centre  Cochin  official
YouTube channel  under
playlist “The Innovation
Club- monthly lecture
identified as ‘Open Session
cum Enrichment Session” at
the link:
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=99Qbty YPZB8&Ilist=P
L-
dulglra7HJIssHwGoeKPnjpZ
K1 YZpMYs. In all the
Innovation club Open Session
cum Enrichment Session,
highlight about the
availability of IGNOU
Programme as courses, NEP
PDP Programme in the
SWAYAM (Study Webs of
Active—Learning for Young
Aspiring Minds) portal and
life skills, soft skill education
were also a constant event.

The technical assistance for
uploading the  recording
Shri. Muhammad Ansar,
AEDP and Ms. Reshma
Suresh.

Innovation Club Activity
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Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session cum Enrichment Session addressed by Prof. ( Dr.) Deeksha
Kapur, Professor, School of Continuing Education (SOCE), IGNOU, New Delhi on the topic Importance

of Nutrition among the Women and Young Girls on 13.03.2024
3‘ l» : \\T [-\
b 2
' -
(1) "‘

LEAMOLA Y Maltan Paragoast

S
% a
Q (&

Vyrina Sevetirarmn

ﬂ@- Was live

B L

2 otven

Somecne wants 1o join this el

¢ cochin ‘ "

3:08 PM | Open Session cum Envichment Session on ‘Gender

to all have yourall'here. And in' this

Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session cum Enrichment Session addressed by Ms. Poonam
Bhushan, Associate Professor, School of Education (SOE), IGNOU, New Delhi On the topic Gender
Equality: Unfinished Tasks on 15.03.2024

International Women’s Day Celebrations ( 8th March, 2024)

The International Women’s Day is celebrated on 8th March, 2024 every year to celebrate
the social, economic, political and cultural achievements of women. The theme for 2024
Women’s day is ‘Invest in Women: Accelerate Progress. IGNOU RC Cochin celebrated this
day by organizing a lecture on the topic ‘Gender Equality: Unfinished Tasks’ by
Ms. Poonam Bhushan, Associate Professor, School of Education, IGNOU HQ, New Delhi.
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Promotional initiatives

The Live Programmes using Regional Centre Cochin Official Facebook Page was given by the
Academics of Regional Centre, Cochin. The Technical support for the Face Book Session
Programme was rendered by Sh. Muhammad Ansar T A, AEDP, Regional Centre Cochin and

Promotional initiatives

Online/Virtual Promotional
Meetings, Campaigns and
Events with a view to
enhance the enrolment for
January 2024 Admission
cycle besides optimizing the
awareness about IGNOU
programmes were
organized by Regional
Centre, Cochin through
various Study Centres and
other Institutions to
promote IGNOU
programmes by reaching
out to the unreached.
Integrated mode of reach

blending Face-
to-face meetings and
virtual meetings  were

utilized to promote/create
awareness about IGNOU
Programmes. Facebook
Live sessions were also
organized for the
Learners/General public
associated with Regional
Centre, Cochin for sharing
of information pertaining to
IGNOU  Admissions for
January 2024.

Ms. Reshma Suresh, Outsourced staff.

The following six promotional sessions were organized by RC Cochin:

AD

views

S. | Date & | Meeting Participant Purpose
No | Time organized/
administered by
1 03.01.2024 Dr. Praseetha | The Facebook | Facebook Live Promotional meeting on
Unnikrishnan, session has 313 | the topic ‘“Add-on Programmes of
AD views IGNOU for better job prospects” in
Malayalam Language
2 09.01.2024 Dr. Praseetha | The Facebook | Facebook Live Promotional Session on
Unnikrishnan, session has 305 | “Management Programmes of IGNOU”
AD views in English Language
3 10.01.2024 Dr. S. | The Facebook | Facebook Live Promotional Session on
Vijayaragavan, session has 297 | “Master Programmes offered by SOSS of
ARD views IGNOU” in English by Language
4 11.01.2024 Dr. Praseetha | The Facebook | Facebook Live Promotional Session on
Unnikrishnan, session has 1k | “Management Programmes of IGNOU”
AD views in English Language
5 16.01.2024 Dr. L. Chandra | General Public IGNOU RC Cochin was part of an two
& Sekaran, PS & day Exhibition called ‘DISHA’ at
17.01.2024 Sh. Sebastin Palakkad District from 16th to 17th
D’Cruz, EDP January, 2024
6 27.02.2024 Dr. Praseetha | The Facebook | Facebook Live Promotional Session on
Unnikrishnan, session has 293 | “Prospects  of  Computer  related

Programmes of IGNOU” in English
language

l@v— Was live

Master of Arts (Psychology) (MAPC)

0 any subject from a

Medium of Instruction: English & Hind|

Duration: Minimum 2 years and Maximum 4 years

program. So, here the master was

Screenshot  of  Presentation

session on 10.012024

——

presented by
Dr. S. Vijayaragavan, ARD during the FB Live
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Central University, |
| Established in 1985

ABOUT IGNOU

Democratizing
Higher Education

NAAC A++ ACCREDITED and
Awarded ‘Centre of :
Excellence' & ‘Excellence || Taking Education to
for Distance Education | the poorstep of
Materials' by the COL Learners

Screenshot of Presentation presented by Dr. Praseetha
Unnikrishnan, AD during the FB Live session on

27.02.2024
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Exhibition Stall of IGNOU at Dlsha ngher Studies
Expo & Job Fest at Thrithala, Palakkad on 16.01.2024
and 17.01.2024

Dr L. Chandra Sekaran, PS and Sh. Sebastln
D’Curz, EDP at the Exhibition Stall of IGNOU at
Disha Higher Studies Expo & Job Fest at Thrithala,
Palakkad on 16.01.2024 and 17.01.2024
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Other Activities at Regional
Centre Cochin

1. Mera Pehla Vote Desh ke
Liye’ Campaign

As part of the Mera Pehla
Vote Desh ke Liye” Campaign
IGNOU Regional Centre
Cochin conducted 2 Online
Sessions to create awareness
to the first time voters of our
Country.

Additionally, Voters Pledge
has been undertaken by the
Academics/Staffs of RC
Cochin and recorded videos of
the Pledges has been made
available or public viewing
through YouTube channel of
IGNOU RC Cochin.

The entire virtual event has
been recorded and is available
in the Facebook page of
IGNOU RC Cochin at
https://www.facebook.com/I
GNOURegionalCentreCochi
n/ and YouTube channel of
Regional Centre Cochin under
the Playlist “ National Voters
Day 2024 which is available
for public viewing.

Mera Pehla VVote Desh Ke Liye Campaign
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Voters Pledge_Hindi - Voter's Pledge_English
Voters Pledge was read by Dr. Praseetha Voters Pledge was read by Dr. L Chandra
Unnikrishnan, AD in Hindi language Sekaran, PS in English language
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Voters Pledge was read by Sh. R Chinniah, ASO, Voters Pledge was read by Sh. K J Joseph, AR in
Regional Evaluation Centre Cochin in Tamil language Malayalam language
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INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY
REGIONAL CENTRE, COCHIN

Session on

“Importance of Casting Vote'

Thank you, maam. Good morfing to

Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session cum  Screenshot of the Virtual/Online Open Session

Enrichment Session addressed by Prof (Dr.) Pramod cum Enrichment Session addressed by  Sh. J.

Kumar, Professor, School of Humanities (SOH), Thiru murugan, Deputy Registrar, Regional

IGNOU, New Delhi on the topic 'Importance of Evaluation Centre Cochin on the topic Awareness

Casting Vote’ on 06.03.2024 through Mera Pehla Vote Desh ke Liye Campaign
‘on 06.03.2024
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Other Activities at
Regional Centre Cochin

3. Face-to-face session on
the eve of inaugural
ceremony
of Semiconductor plant
by Hon'ble PM, Govt of
India on 13.03.2024

A Face-to-face session on
the topic “Utility of Semi-
conductors in Scientific

Research” by Dr. Roby
Cherian, HOD & Assistant
Professor, Physics
Department, Sacred Heart
College Thevara, Cochin
on 13.03.2024 at 9.30 am
has been conducted by
Regional Centre Cochin on
the eve of inaugural
ceremony of Semiconductor
plant by Hon'ble PM, Govt
of India on 13.03.2024.

Other Activities at Regional Centre Cochin

06 Vashe

Dr. Roby Cherian, HOD & Assistant Professor, Dr. J.S. Dorothy, Regional Director addressing
Physics Department, Sacred Heart College, Thevara, during the session on 13.03.2024

Cochin deliberating on the topic ‘Utility of

Semiconductors in Scientific Research on 13.03.2024

A Face-to-face session which was also made as Facebook Live session (Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/IGNOURegionalCentreCochin/) of Regional Centre Cochin
was scheduled and held on the eve of inaugural ceremony of Semiconductor plant by
Hon'ble PM, Govt of India on 13.03.2024 from 9.30 am to 10.20 am. This is the first event
of Regional Centre Cochin in hybrid mode where the Face-to-face session was live relayed
through Facebook Live session. The event was coordinated by Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan,
AD.

Dr. Roby Cherian, HOD & Assistant Professor, Physics Department, Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, Cochin served as the Resource Person and deliberated on the topic ‘Utility of
Semiconductors in Scientific Research’. The resource person Dr. Roby Cherian was
suggested by Fr. Nijo Antony, Coordinator of LSC 1402 housed at Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, Cochin. The session was kept in interactive mode so that the basics related to the
event are well reached. The Session highlighted the basics of Semiconductor and how the
development of the nation is envisaged by the laying the foundation Stone of 3
Semiconductor Facilities, Chips for Viksit Bharat for 13th March,2024 from 10:30 am
onwards by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi. The session was also
hallmark for deliberating a policy and expertise subject in layman language which is in line
with NEP 2020 wherein policy/research/scientific expertise should trickle down to the
public. The session was also witness for collaboration and cooperation between an
Educational Institution from Conventional Educational System (CES) - Sacred Heart
College, Thevara, Cochin and a Mega University — dual mode Distance Teaching
Institution-IGNOU. Sh. J. Thiru murugan, DR, REC greeted the Resource Person with a
Bouquet; Dr. Praseetha Unnikrishnan, AD compered the session; Dr. J.S. Dorothy,
Regional Director welcomed, facilitated interaction, highlighted the significance of the
session in hybrid mode, stressed the relevance of the session inline with NEP 2020 and
acknowledged the role played by Sh. Muhammed Ansar T A, AEDP, Ms. Sujini Babu,
Assistant and Ms. Reshma Suresh for their technical support developed through their self
learning which was put into practice for the first time where Face-to-face session which
was also made as Facebook Live session (Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/IGNOURegionalCentreCochin/) was held as a hybrid mode of
the event for the first time in the new normal post pandemic situation at RC Cochin; and
Shri. K.J. Joseph, Assistant Registrar gave the vote of thanks.
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Know Your Coordinator

In this edition of Newsletter, we
introduce a new segment called
‘Know You Coordinator’ in which
we give a brief about the
Professional  journey of the
Coordinator/Programme In-
Charge of various Study Centres
under IGNOU RC Cochin.

To begin with we introduce you to

Shri. Hari Unnikrishnan
Coordinator
St. Micheal’s College,
Cherthala (LSC 14187)

Sh. Tony Stanley
Gold Medalist of BSWG
programme in 37%"
Convocation

Know Your Coordinator and Meet an IGNOU Learner
Shri. Hari Unnikrishnan, Coordinator, St. Michael’s College, Cherthala (2019 onwards)

Sh. Hari Unnikrishnan has been working since 2010 as an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Commerce at St. Michael’s College, Cherthala. Before joining St. Michael’s,
Shri. Hari worked at Christ University, Bangalore, and SN College, North Paravoor. He
completed his schooling from St. Aloysius High School, followed by Plus Two at Government
Higher Secondary School, Chendamangalam. Shri. Hari completed his Under Graduate studies
from SNM College, Maliankara, and pursued his Post-Graduation at St. Albert’s College,
Ernakulam and passed Post Graduation in the year 2005. Immediately after his Post-
Graduation, Shri. Hari began his teaching career at Sree Narayana College, Kedamangalam,
and later at Christ University, Bangalore. During his tenure at St. Michael’s, Shri. Hari has
undertaken various important administrative responsibilities, including being a College Level
Academic Coordinator, Career Guidance and Placement Officer, IQAC Member and Criterion
Head, Coordinator of the Walk with a Scholar Program, and NSS Program Officer. Since 2019,
Shri. Hari has also been handling the role of Coordinator at the IGNOU Regular Study Center
(SC 14187).

IGNOU Study Centre SC 14187 is functioning from the campus of St. Michael’s College,
Cherthala. It is a Regular Study Centre established under Regional Centre Cochin in the year
2019 with 43 students and has presently grown to 413 IGNOU students as on July, 2023. There
are eight IGNOU programmes activated at this Study Centre which include Masters, Bachelors,
PG Diploma, Diploma and Certificate level programmes. From December 2020 Term End

Examination, St. Michael’s College is also serving as an Examination Centre for IGNOU under
the able Mentorship of Sh. Hari U.

IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin appreciates Shri. Hari for his professional achievements and
whishes him the very best in all his endeavors!

Sh. Tony Stanley, IGNOU Student
In this edition of "Meet an IGNOU Learner", we introduce you to Sh. Tony Stanley who has
been awarded the University Gold Medal for securing first position in order of Merit in
Bachelor of Social Work examination held in December 2022.

Sh. Tony Stanly has been awarded Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Award 2024 of Rs. 10000/- in cash
for being the topper in order of merit in the Bachelor in Social Work. Sh. Tony Stanley is
presently pursuing his higher education abroad. His profile was facilitated by Sh. Muhammed
Ansar T A, AEDP for use in the Newsletter of IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin.

In the words of Sh. Tony Stanley,

“In the year of 2020, January, | have enrolled for the course of BSW in the University of
IGNOU. Definitely, | can say that it was really an unplanned path of journey which | had in
my life. Initially I haven’t had any idea of how to tackle this totally new method of learning
which is different from our traditional way of learning, however | have been blessed with
proper guidance and support especially through the respected faculties of Mar Bishop Vayalil
Memorial Holy Cross College, Cherpunkal, Kottaym, Kerala. Eventually | learned how to deal
with it and managed this journey of study successfully. Here | also express my sincere thanks
to all the respected personalities in Delhi and Cochin Regional Centre who have helped a lot.
It is always imperative to say big thanks to my beloved parents, siblings, friends and relatives
who have exceptionally encouraged and motivated me in this journey. ”

IGNOU Regional Centre, Cochin appreciates his efforts and wishes Sh. Tony Stanley the very
best in life and in all his future endeavors!
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News at News
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Social Media access to The Hindu- 01 February 2024

IGNOU Regional Centre
Cochin Kindly follow IGNOU Regional Centre Cochin on Social Media!
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/IGNOURegionalCentreCochin/
YouTube channel : https://www.youtube.com/c/IGNOURegionalCentreCochin
Twitter Page: https://www.twitter.com/ignou_rc_cochin
Instagram Page: https://www.instagram.com/ignou_rc_cochin/
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